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primarily in the interests of the bene-
ficiaries. This presumption may be re-
butted only by clear and convincing 
proof that the power is not exercisable 
primarily in the interests of the bene-
ficiaries. If a power is not exercisable 
by a person as trustee, the determina-
tion of whether the power is exer-
cisable in a fiduciary or a nonfiduciary 
capacity depends on all the terms of 
the trust and the circumstances sur-
rounding its creation and administra-
tion. 

(c) Authority of trustee. The mere fact 
that a power exercisable by a trustee is 
described in broad language does not 
indicate that the trustee is authorized 
to purchase, exchange, or otherwise 
deal with or dispose of the trust prop-
erty or income for less than an ade-
quate and full consideration in money 
or money’s worth, or is authorized to 
lend the trust property or income to 
the grantor without adequate interest. 
On the other hand, such authority may 
be indicated by the actual administra-
tion of the trust.

§ 1.676(a)–1 Power to revest title to 
portion of trust property in grantor; 
general rule. 

If a power to revest in the grantor 
title to any portion of a trust is exer-
cisable by the grantor or a nonadverse 
party, or both, without the approval or 
consent of an adverse party, the grant-
or is treated as the owner of that por-
tion, except as provided in section 
676(b) (relating to powers affecting ben-
eficial enjoyment of income only after 
the expiration of certain periods of 
time). If the title to a portion of the 
trust will revest in the grantor upon 
the exercise of a power by the grantor 
or a nonadverse party, or both, the 
grantor is treated as the owner of that 
portion regardless of whether the 
power is a power to revoke, to termi-
nate, to alter or amend, or to appoint. 
See section 671 and §§ 1.671–2 and 1.671–
3 for rules for treatment of items of in-
come, deduction, and credit when a 
person is treated as the owner of all or 
only a portion of a trust.

§ 1.676(b)–1 Powers exercisable only 
after a period of time. 

Section 676(b) provides an exception 
to the general rule of section 676(a) 

when the exercise of a power can only 
affect the beneficial enjoyment of the 
income of a trust received after the ex-
piration of a period of time which is 
such that a grantor would not be treat-
ed as the owner of that portion, except 
as power were a reversionary interest. 
See §§ 1.673(a)–1 and 1.673(b)–1. Thus, for 
example, a grantor is excepted from 
the general rule of section 676(a) with 
respect to ordinary income if exercise 
of a power to revest corpus in him can-
not affect the beneficial enjoyment of 
the income received within 10 years 
after the date of transfer of that por-
tion of the trust. It is immaterial for 
this purpose that the power is vested at 
the time of the transfer. However, the 
grantor is subject to the general rule of 
section 676(a) after the expiration of 
the period unless the power is relin-
quished. Thus, in the above example, 
the grantor may be treated as the 
owner and be taxed on all income in 
the eleventh and succeeding years if 
exercise of the power can affect bene-
ficial enjoyment of income received in 
those years. If the beginning of the pe-
riod during which the grantor may 
revest is postponed, the rules set forth 
in § 1.673(d)–1 are applicable to deter-
mine whether the grantor should be 
treated as an owner during the period 
following the postponement.

§ 1.677(a)–1 Income for benefit of 
grantor; general rule. 

(a)(1) Scope. Section 677 deals with 
the treatment of the grantor of a trust 
as the owner of a portion of the trust 
because he has retained an interest in 
the income from that portion. For con-
venience, ‘‘grantor’’ and ‘‘spouse’’ are 
generally referred to in the masculine 
and feminine genders, respectively, but 
if the grantor is a woman the reference 
to ‘‘grantor’’ is to her and the ref-
erence to ‘‘spouse’’ is to her husband. 
Section 677 also deals with the treat-
ment of the grantor of a trust as the 
owner of a portion of the trust because 
the income from property transferred 
in trust after October 9, 1969, is, or may 
be, distributed to his spouse or applied 
to the payment of premiums on poli-
cies of insurance on the life of his 
spouse. However, section 677 does not 
apply when the income of a trust is 
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